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He scorned nothing more than money, which, as fast as it-
came in, was laid out by him in the service of the state,
and to show that he was animated by that brave, publick
spirit, which has since been reckoned rather romantick
than heroick. And he was so disinterested, that though
no man'had more opportunities to enrich himself than he,
who had taken so many millions from the enemies of Eng-
land, yet he threw it all into the publick treasury, and did
not die five hundred pounds richer than his father left him;
which the author avers, from his personal knowledge of
his family and their circumstances, having been bred up
in it, and often heard his brother give this account of him.
He was religious, according to the pretended purity of
these times, but would frequently allow himself to be
merry with his officers, and, by his tenderness and gene-
rosity to the seamen, had so endeared himself to them,
that, when he died, they lamented his loss, as that of a
common father."

Instead of more testimonies, his character may be pro-
perly concluded with one incident of his life, by which it
appears how much the spirit of Blake was superiour to all
private views. His brother, in the last action with the
Spaniards, having not done his duty, was, at Blake's de-
sire, discarded, and the ship was given to another; yet.
was he not less regardful of him as a brother, for, when he
died, he left him his estate, knowing him well qualified to
adorn or enjoy a private fortune, though he had found
him unfit to serve his country in a publick character, and
had, therefore, not suffered him to rob it.

THE following brief synopsis of Blake's life, differing, in some
slight particulars, from Johnson's memoir, is taken from Aubrey's
Letters, ii. p. 241.

ADMIRALL BLAKE.

Was borne at ... in com. Somerset, was of Albon hall, in Ox-
ford. He was there a young man of strong body, and good parts.
He was an early riser, and studyed well, but also took his robust